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Trani panel set to explore region's future

By Will Jones | TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER

Ex-VCU president said he's making a three-
year commitment to start the privately
funded think tank.

Retired Virginia Commonwealth University
President Eugene P. Trani said he's making
a three-year commitment to start a nonprofit,
privately funded think tank that will explore
critical issues for the future of the Richmond
region.

The group, called Richmond's Future, was
established last week in filings with the
State Corporation Commission. Trani will
serve as executive director and board
chairman but will draw no salary.

So far, nearly 70 corporate and institutional
leaders, including Richmond Times-
Dispatch Publisher Thomas A. Silvestri,
have agreed to serve as directors or
members of the group's research and
advisory panels.

"I have thought for a long time -- and I'm
not alone, it turns out -- that a missing piece
is a research organization that can
concentrate on the opportunities and
challenges of the Richmond metropolitan
area,"” Trani said.

Richmond's Future is expected to conduct
two or three studies per year, usually

Former VCU President Eugene P. Trani said more

research is needed to plot the region's future.

drawing on local expertise, rather than out-
of-town consultants.

The first project is expected to be launched
this fall and could look at what
infrastructure the region will need --
everything from professional expertise to
roads to institutions -- in order to thrive in
20 years.

Trani cited a similar focused study done
recently for the Research Triangle Park in
North Carolina.

"This is where the competition is," he said.



Another possible study could consider the
expansion of Fort Lee in Prince George
County and what should be done to integrate
the burgeoning Army logistics center into
the region.

"l don't hear an awful lot of talk in
Richmond about Fort Lee, and there should
be, because that's a new city they're creating
down there," Trani said.

Richmond's Future marks a re-emergence
for Trani, who retired last July after leading
VCU for 19 years -- a period marked by
transformational growth and occasional
controversy. He now serves the university as
president emeritus and as a distinguished
professor.

Trani said he has talked with leaders of
region-focused groups, such as the Greater
Richmond Chamber, Greater Richmond
Partnership, Richmond Regional Planning
District Commission, Capital Region
Collaborative and Federal Reserve Bank,
and confirmed a need for a forward-looking
study group.

However, Trani's think tank already is
getting its first test. Richmond Mayor
Dwight C. Jones said the leaders of
Richmond's Future should reflect the
broader community.

"Bringing the regional institutions together
is a commendable undertaking,” Jones said
in a statement.

"However, any vision development for the
future should be well-balanced. It concerns
me that there does not appear to be any
representation that would provide the city's
grass-roots perspective or its governmental
perspective. | look forward to having the
opportunity to provide some input.”

Trani said he's committed to working
closely with local officials but said they
aren't being asked for funding and will be
represented to a degree on the board of
directors by Robert Crum, executive director
of the Richmond Regional Planning District
Commission.

"These things, where they're most
successful, consult with government
officials but do not have government
officials on the board," he said.

Richmond's Future is expected to operate on
a $150,000 annual budget that will be
funded by a dozen or so corporations and
individuals and perhaps the Community
Foundation. Trani declined to provide a
breakdown of the funders.

Contact Will Jones at (804) 649-6911 or wjones@timesdispatch.com.
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Richmond's Future: directors, advisers, research council

By Staff Reports

Richmond's Future BOARD OF DIRECTORS Eugene P. Trani (chairman) -- president emeritus,
Virginia Commonwealth University and university distinguished professor

Richmond's Future

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Eugene P. Trani (chairman) -- president
emeritus, Virginia Commonwealth University
and university distinguished professor
Edward L. Ayers -- president, University of
Richmond

Claude G. Perkins -- CEO and president,
Virginia Union University

Michael Rao -- president, VCU, and president
and chair, VCU Health System

Gary L. Rhodes -- president, J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College

Stephen E. Baril -- partner, Williams Mullen
Peter J. Bernard -- CEO, Bon Secours in
Virginia

Sherrie L. Brach -- CEO, United Way of
Greater Richmond & Petersburg

Katherine Busser -- executive vice president,
Capital One Services Inc.

Robert A. Crum Jr. -- executive director,
Richmond Regional Planning District
Commission

Richard Cullen -- chairman, McGuireWoods
Thomas F. Farrell -- chairman, president and
CEO, Dominion Resources Inc.

Cordel Faulk -- director of admissions,
University of Virginia School of Law
Michael D.Fraizer -- chairman, president and
CEO, Genworth Financial Inc.

George C. Freeman -- chairman, president
and CEO, Universal Corp.

Thomas J. Folliard -- president, CEO and
director, CarMax Inc.

Robert J. Grey, Jr. -- partner, Hunton &
Williams

William H. Goodwin Jr. -- chairman, CCA
Industries Inc.

C.T. Hill -- chairman, president and CEO,
SunTrust Bank, Mid-Atlantic; former

chairman, Venture Richmond

Brian Jackson -- former general counsel,
Ukrop's Super Markets Inc.; general counsel,
Venture Richmond

Jeffrey M. Lacker -- president, Federal
Reserve Bank of Richmond

Margaret G. Lewis -- president, HCA Capital
Division

John Luke -- chairman and CEO,
MeadWestvaco

Steven Markel -- vice chairman, Markel
Corp.

John R. NelsonJr. -- executive vice president
and chief technology officer, Altria Group
Daphne Maxwell Reid -- co-founder, New
Millennium Studios

John Sherman -- former vice chairman, Scott
& Stringfellow Inc.

Thomas A. Silvestri -- president and
publisher, Richmond Times-Dispatch;
incoming chair, Richmond Chamber of
Commerce

James Ukrop -- chairman, Union First
Market Bank

Michel Zajur -- founder, president and CEO,
Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

COUNCIL OF ADVISERS

John Accordino -- associate professor
and former coordinator, master of urban
and regional planning program and
graduate certificates in urban
revitalization, historic preservation, and
geographic information systems, L.
Douglas Wilder School of Government and
Public Affairs at VCU

Robert M. "Bob" Blue -- senior vice
president, public policy and corporate
communications, Dominion Resources



Charles F. Bryan Jr. -- president
emeritus, Virginia Historical Society
James Dunn -- vice president, advocacy
and community affairs, Bon Secours
Richmond Health System; former
president and CEO, Greater Richmond
Chamber of Commerce

Scott Garnett -- One South Realty Group
(affordable/sustainable housing)

Melba Gibbs -- executive director,
Freedom House

Brenton S. Halsey -- former chairman
and CEO, James River Corp.

Grace Harris -- distinguished professor,
VCU Center for Public Policy; former
provost and vice president for academic
affairs, VCU

E.Bruce Heilman -- chancellor,
University of Richmond

Stanley K. Joynes -- chief growth
officer, LeClairRyan

Jane Kusiak -- executive director,
Council on Virginia's Future

Willie Lanier -- president, The Lanier
Group, L.C.

William J. Martin -- director, The
Valentine Richmond History Center
George Martin -- partner, McGuireWoods
John Moeser -- senior fellow, Bonner
Center for Civic Engagement, University
of Richmond; former professor, VCU
Mary Nelson -- communications
manager, Virginia Film Office

Neil November -- chairman and
president, Israeli Showcase

John Sarvay -- Floricane

Kim Scheeler -- president and CEO,
Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce
Robert T. Skunda -- CEO, Virginia
BioTechnology Research Park

Wallace Stettinius -- senior executive
fellow, VCU School of Business; former

chairman and CEO, Cadmus
Communications Corp.

Millard D. "Pete" Stith Jr. -- former
deputy county administrator,
Chesterfield County

Ashley Taylor Jr. -- partner, Troutman
Sanders

Paul W. Timmreck -- former Virginia
secretary of finance; former vice
president for finance and administration,
VCU; director, Virginia Executive
Institute

Clarence Townes Jr. -- former director,
Richmond Renaissance

Jay Weinberg -- chairman emeritus,
Hirschler Fleischer

Greg Wingfield -- president and CEO,
Greater Richmond Partnership

RESEARCH COUNCIL

Robert D. Holsworth -- managing partner,
DecideSmart

Jack Berry -- executive director, Venture
Richmond

Frank Atkinson -- chairman, McGuireWoods
Consulting LLC

William C. BosherJr. -- distinguished
professor, Wilder School at VCU

Christine Chmura -- president and CEO,
Chmura Economics & Analytics

Susan Gooden -- professor, director of
graduate programs, Wilder School at VCU;
executive director, Grace E. Harris Leadership
Institute, VCU

John Martin -- president and CEO,
Southeastern Institute of Research

Kelly O'Keefe -- executive director, VCU
Brandcenter

Lane B. Ramsey -- former county
administrator, Chesterfield; managing partner,
DecideSmart

Lauren Tucker -- senior vice president for
Group Planning, Martin Agency
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